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What Makes the Limudiah So 
Different and So Necessary?
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

From the Desk 
of the Executive 
Director:
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CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 Photo: Win Robins
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The Solution�� Limudiah budgets 
allow for special materials, so she 
hunted up a series of workbooks 
that did a better job of presenting 
vowels. She worked with Moshe 
one-on-one till he grasped the 
vowels well enough to go back to the 
reader his morning class was using. 
The Outcome��At last report, Moshe 
can now read pretty long texts, 
pronounces the words correctly, and 
in fact, he reads with enthusiasm 
and interest!

“Micha”�� his problem was very 
��������	


The Problem� Micha had been 
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in second grade he started to 
regress. Suddenly he couldn’t 
even do the things he had 
done the previous year. His 
speech deteriorated. He 
sucked his thumb and became 
so babyish that his friends 
stopped playing with him. 
Both of his teachers were 
distressed.
The morning class teacher 
was stymied, but Limudiah 
teachers are encouraged to 
consult not only with the children’s 
homeroom teachers, but with their 
parents as well. Paying home visits 
is something they do frequently.
So Micha’s teacher went to his 
home and had a warm and friendly 
conversation with Micha’s mother. 
And she learned that Micha’s 
younger brother was a “special 
needs” child, who required most of 
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LIMUDIAH...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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“I made it clear to the municipality 
that no group other than NACOEJ 
will come into the school to work 
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[from now on]. All of them became 
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the year. That has never happened 
in my experience before.” �

FROM THE DESK...
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

their mother’s time and 
attention.
Now, it was clear: big 
brother Micha was turning 
himself into a little child 
like his brother in hope of 
more attention from his 
mother.
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course, futile. Nothing 
could change the fact that 
his brother needed extra 

care. But a solution to Micha’s 
school problems had to be found. 
The Solution�� Micha’s Limudiah 
teacher considered that stories that 
echoed his feelings might help. 
She bought some books to read to 
Micha.
In addition, she used music, and 
encouraged him to write his own 
little stories about himself. Both of 
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deal with emotions started to work.
After a while, Micha began to share 
his feelings with his Limudiah teacher, 
and then he began to recapture the 
skills, motivation and success he had 
had the previous year.

The Outcome�� “Last Friday,” 
Micha’s Limudiah teacher told us, 
“Micha gave a presentation on the 
Torah section of the week.  He taught 
it and explained it to his classmates 
in an exceptional manner.”
Even though his home situation has 
not changed, Micha is coping. At 
the end of the school year, he took 
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Limudiah teacher says she is proud 
of him. We are proud of her, too. �
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goal. A child who can’t reach it is 
in trouble in second grade and 
everything that follows. Moshe 
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with a big reading problem.
The Problem�� Moshe’s paralyzing 
problem was confusion about 
vowels. No matter how he tried, 
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words, what sounds they made, or 
even how to recognize them. So he 
couldn’t read a word.
His Limudiah teacher consulted 
with his homeroom teacher (such 
consultations have been called 
“revolutionary”!). Both teachers 
agreed that he was only getting 
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reader the whole class was using.
Unlike Moshe’s homeroom teacher, 
who had to stick with the assigned 
reader, our Limudiah teacher was 
free – and encouraged – to look for 
one that would work better for this 
particular child. 
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Photo: Win Robins
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The elderly man with a cane (on the right), shaking 
hands with MK David Bitan, has eight children 
and 43 grandchildren in Israel!

The community in Gondar met the Knesset Mission to Ethiopia 
in the old NACOEJ Compound synagogue – still in daily use for 
prayers and meetings. 
Left to right: Rabbi Menachem Waldman, Jewish Agency Director 
of Ethiopian Spiritual Absorption; MK David Amsalem, Chair of 
the Knesset Committee that oversees the Ministry of the Interior; 
MK Dr. Avraham Neguise, Chair of the Knesset Committee on 
Aliyah, Absorption, and Diaspora; MK David Bitan, Chair of the 
Committee that oversees the Knesset; Ambanesh Tekeba, Head 
of the Gondar Jewish Community; and MK Revital Swid, a lawyer, 
representing the Knesset Committee on Law and Constitution.

In a dusty ravine below a nice Gondar 
City house, displaced Jews live in mud-
walled huts without sanitation, heat, 
������� �	
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����� �����	�� ��	�
washed in the shack at the left, and those 
who have no other garments borrow or 
stay inside till their laundry dries.

To avoid rats, a large family in a tiny 
space hangs a small bag of food from 
a nail and their only blanket on a 
rope. They have no electricity or other 
light in their dark room except for the 
occasional ray of sunlight that slides in 
through the doorless entrance.

A painfully thin Jewish girl 
carries her little brother, who 
clutches his one possession: 
a remnant of a plastic doll 
without arms or head. They are 
in a cooking shack in Gondar.

Mission to Ethiopia 2015

Left-behind Jews in Gondar and Addis survive in airless, mud, single-room shacks, paying rent, buying every drop 
������	���������
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is far worse than in their mud-huts farming villages – but this is the last stop on the way – they hope – to Israel. 
Some have been waiting here for ten years.
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“Far away, there are people who believe in me…”
%�����
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“All of this could have been 
so much harder if it weren’t 
for you…”
%���������
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“The work that you do is 
blessed, and I wait for the 
day in which I will be able 
to give and help others 
just like you, you are an 
example for me.”
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4 ADOPT A STUDENT: HI
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Dear Karen Shalom,

…You don't need to thank me for 
the letters I am sending. I'm the one who should thank 
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it is the least I can do for your sponsorship.

Secondly I feel that writing and communicating 
with you enables me to take pauses in my life and…
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and how. In addition, in the letters I see the goals I set 
for myself…what I have achieved, what I have yet to 
achieve, and in this way I'm going through a process of 
self-examination. 

…For a long time I've had the…wish to have a "pen 
pal". It is…a dream come true… In the letters that 
I receive it seems like you care about me. You give 
the sense of a genuine desire for me to develop and 
succeed.

Regarding the protests that took place recently…I…
agree with you that it can be troublesome…on the 
other hand, I feel it is our opportunity as a community 
and nation to grow by bringing the problems to the 
surface, and making "calculations" and seeing how 
we can act in order to improve the situation of the 
Ethiopian community in the Israeli society, and out of it 
to develop as a society.
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These days I am looking for an internship in teaching…I 
haven't found one yet, but I'm looking with the hope to 
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What Does It Really Mean to Be a Sponsor?

“I’m the One Who Should Thank You…”

Diani Yacobi of New Jersey visiting her high 
school student, Leah Mekonen, in Israel.

Rachel Gottstein of Alaska 
visiting her AAS college student, 
Hadas Malada, in Israel.
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Dear Charlotte,
How are you?
I'm writing to you my last letter 

since I finished my studies at the 
university - I am happy to inform 
you that I received my first degree!! 
The ceremony was at the beginning 

of the month and my family was present, my fiancé 
and a good friend. I was very excited…knowing they are 
proud of me, and also from the thought that I finished 
a meaningful chapter in my life.

Next month I am leaving Haifa and going back to 
Afula. I have so many new beginnings and it is scary 

and exciting at the same time. I still have the internship 
left, meaning that I need to find a school where I could 
intern in order to get a license from the Ministry of 
Education.

 I'm looking back and thinking to myself that all of 
this could have been so much harder if it weren't for 
you. I don't have enough words in order to thank your 
generous deed of contributing from your heart and 
money to help one simple person that you don't know. 

I am grateful for the connection that was made 
between us, and I wish you a happy life filled with light 
and joy.  I will be happy to keep in touch, and maybe 
meet one of these days. Wishing you blessed work, with 
great love and appreciation, Osnat �

Osnat Goel: A Graduating Student Writes to her Sponsor
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My name is Yosi Derabe Jambar; I am 21 years old 
and live in Beit Shemesh. I am a second year pharmacy 
student at the Hebrew University.

In 2003 I immigrated to Israel with my family. I have 
7 siblings, 3 married and 4 at home. Two of my sisters 
also study at Hebrew University, one in nursing, the 
other in a pre-academic program. My younger brothers 
are in high school.

I was born in a village in the north of Ethiopia and 
lived there until I was 4, when we moved to Addis Ababa. 
I began to study at a school called “Beta Israel”. Staying 
in a foreign city was difficult…especially for my parents 
who were forced to give up their belongings from the 
village and to manage with what was provided by 
institutions* that helped Jewish people there (in Addis 
Ababa).

During that time, two of my brothers died, one in 
an accident, one of sickness. After six years of waiting, 
finally we were able to come to Israel. My married 
sisters needed separate immigration permission and 
came later than we did.

First we lived in an absorption center in Be’er Sheva 
and went to Ulpan. I learned enough vocabulary to be 

transferred to a regular class at school and so did my 
brothers. My parents were older and their acclimation 
was hard. To this day they struggle with Hebrew.

After two years in the absorption center, we bought 
a three room apartment in Beit Shemesh. I had to get 
used to a new environment. By 10th grade I had studied 
in three different schools. 

I was looking for a school that will provide me with 
a good education and values to help me pave my way 
into the academic world.  In 10th grade, I studied at 
Kfar Hasidim in the north. I was an honor student and 
managed to graduate high school successfully with a 
matriculation certificate. 

After high school I decided to apply for the academic 
reserve [delaying of military service to get a degree]. I 
got accepted to study pharmacy and will join the army 
having a profession.

My ambitions for the future are to complete the 
degree with dignity, to serve my country in the most 
appropriate manner, and to try to help the people of 
my community to acclimate to Israel and with their 
other needs.

I also want to study for a master’s degree in clinical 
pharmacy and contribute my part to a society that 
contributed to me greatly.

I will thank you from the bottom of my heart if you 
will grant me this sponsorship and help me with my 
financial burden. Yosi Derabe Jambar.  �
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From Yosi to his Future Sponsor
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Two Generations – One Sponsor Family
.��
�����)� �
��	�����
�
�

�
�%��������-����+
������
���� �������� ����� �
������ 
������
� ���
���� ����
*%+�,-�%%6� �%�
��	%	6����������
����)� ����������
6������H�
����.������

�
�
�

����6������
�������)�;


��
H�
��)�#�������#�
�����
�������.��
��
���
�
���
���#
�
��������
�
�<�����
���
�
�

���������
1�����
���������������6������#�
����
�����+
�����
�

Shalom, my name is Shirli Desta. I live with my 
parents in Kfar Saba. Both of my parents immigrated 
to Israel from Ethiopia. My father Yossi came in 1984 
when he was 20 years old from Gondar. He came 
with no family. He went on the journey to Sudan…a 
dangerous one, together with his best friend. 
When he reached Israel he faced the difficulties 
of acclimation, a new language and culture, and 
loneliness because his family was still in Ethiopia, and 
also as the result of a lack in communication, which 
was very difficult. My father reached the absorption 
center in Pardes Hana and began to work at a factory.
From all the stories he told us, he was always 
hardworking, curious and ambitious which helped 
him acquire both an academic education and a 

respectable job. 
My mother immigrated in 1982 as a young teenager. 
She also came to Israel without her family. She was 
sent to a boarding school in the north of the country, 
she was educated there, gained values, command of 
the language and skills.
Today we all live together in Kfar Saba, and I have a 
sister who serves in the army.
I studied at a high school in the city, and with the 
completion of the studies I joined the army. I served 
in the education corps as a soldier-teacher in the 
track of immigration absorption.
I worked at Ulpan classes in Be'er Sheva and taught 
Hebrew. I also guided youth at risk at different places 
in the city. After the army I worked as a waitress and 
at the phone company, while planning what I would 
like to study and taking the psychometric exam. 
Now I'm about to begin my studies of occupational 
therapy at the Hebrew University. I know that I would 
like to work with people, and to start a family in the 
future…Shirli

Alan and Jane Cornell (middle) are surrounded by some of their graduated students in 2012.
Yehudit Abramson (left) is the Israel Coordinator of the NACOEJ/AAS program.

L'Dor VaDor
From Generation

To Generation
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Four years have passed since you 
have been accompanying me, and it 
feels like time flies…
...during this time I had countless 
experiences, ups and downs, 

successes and disappointments, excellent feedbacks 
and some that were less good. During these four 
years I feel that I matured, changed, and shaped 
for the better. 
There is no doubt in my mind that you were 
meaningful to me!
Life in Jerusalem, studying art, the chase after 
study hours balanced with work hours, living far 
from home, paying bills… all this wouldn’t have 
been easy at all.
The financial support you provided gave me a light 
in all this.
Besides the financial help, corresponding with you 
was great, to receive reinforcement and to feel that 
somewhere far away there are people who believe 
in me. It gives a lot of strength. 
Every correspondence was used to stop for a 
moment and see where I am, how I advanced and 
what has changed…thanks to you I did not forget 
to do this. 
So I will conclude with lots of thanks, thank you 
for everything! I…don’t take it for granted, the work 

“…far away there are people 
who believe in me…”
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Both Yossi and his daughter Shirli have Alan and 
Jane Cornell as their NACOEJ college sponsors! 
Two generations – one sponsor family!
(��;
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��"Without the support of NACOEJ 
and without the support of Alan and Jane Cornell 
I would have never come to this position and 
success in my life". �
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Securing the Future…

that you do is blessed, and I wait for the day in 
which I will be able to give and help others just 
like you, you are an example for me!
…I will always be happy to hear from you and 
keep in touch…
I wish you all the best, happiness, success and 
blessing in every way…Mali �
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Condolences to...
S*%+�,-� %�!�

��� 8
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Our hearts go out to all these bereaved families 
and friends. May they all be comforted among 
the mourners of Zion and Jerusalem.
We also mourn for all those innocent people 
around the world cruelly murdered by terrorists 
in recent weeks.

NORTH AMERICAN CONFERENCE ON  ETHIOPIAN JEWRY 
BOARD CHAIRPERSON: Faye Lieman
PRESIDENT:  Rabbi Jerome M. Epstein
VICE PRESIDENT:  Deborah Goldstein
TREASURER:  Mitchell Kaplan
SECRETARY:  Harlan Jacobs
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  Barbara Ribakove Gordon

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
Visit NACOEJ on Facebook and receive news about 
our programs, plus updates of immediate interest 
relating to the Ethiopian-Jewish community.
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LIFELINE IS PUBLISHED THREE TIMES ANNUALLY. 
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