
Farewell to 
a Tzaddik
NACOEJ mourns the passing

of Jerry Simon, a tzaddik
(righteous person) if ever there
was one. 

Our deepest sympathy goes to
Jerry’s family, his many, many
friends, and more than 20
Ethiopian-Israeli college students
and graduates, who loved him as
a father.

Jerry, a Los Angeles builder,
contractor and hand-carpenter,
was a close older friend to
NACOEJ’s founding President,
Jonathan Giesberg. After
Jonathan’s untimely death, Jerry
decided to sponsor Ethiopian college students in
Israel, in Jonathan’s memory. 

Jerry’s plan was simple: he wrote letters to
dozens of friends and family once a year, asking
each to contribute any amount at all to his
Adopt-A-Student project. The results enabled
“The Jerry Simon Group” to sponsor 22 students
over 16 years – and Jerry wrote to them all. 

Though he was physically limited in his last
years, Jerry more than once flew to Israel to take
his students out to lunch or to attend a student’s
wedding or graduation. He danced – with the
aid of a walker – with the beautiful students who
loved him. Jerry’s family and friends will now
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Condolences to…
• NACOEJ Advisory Board member Marsha Croland on the loss of her beloved uncle, 

Harry Kopman.

• The families of two long-time Adopt-A-Student sponsors of Ethiopian college students 
in Israel, Rose Orloff of Hallandale, Florida and Earl B. Gross of Los Angeles, California.
Rose, who died at 92, always paid in advance for her six students’ sponsorships, right
through their projected graduations, so that they would continue to receive their
stipends “if anything happens to me”.  Earl’s sons are ensuring that his most recent 
sponsorship is fulfilled. What wonderful people we have in our NACOEJ family!

• The family and friends of Sam Gorell, long-time, beloved NACOEJ volunteer, who spent
many years working on NACOEJ projects, including a long-ago massive clothing drive,
school supplies and whatever our grateful New York office needed done. Our hearts go
out to Sam’s wife, Minnie, and sons Stephen, Howard and Sheldon, and their families.

maintain the group in his memory as well as
Jonathan’s, and we hope it will be a model for
many others.

Here’s a quote from one of Jerry’s last letters to
his group: “Please elect to work with us.
Remember ‘Jews help Jews’. That’s all.”

Jerry will always be missed, but his spirit will
never die. With love from, 

Jerry Simon (center) having lunch last year with a few of his students. 
Yehudit Abramson is standing at the right.

Evelyn Deitchman Yehudit Abramson
AAS Director, USA AAS Director, Israel 

Barbara Ribakove Gordon The Giesberg Family
NACOEJ Director

Twenty-two Ethiopian-Israeli students and their families

PLEASE
REMEMBER
NACOEJ IN
YOUR WILL


