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A Bittersweet Ending, So Far…

S

Chidon HaTanach

Israeli Minister of Justice Ayelet 
Shaked (left) receiving a NACOEJ 
embroidery from Alem Geremew 
(right), mother of Sintayehu 
Shifaraw (see story at right).  
Rabbi Menachem Waldman is at 
the center.  
Photo: Struggle For Ethiopian Aliyah
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of our malnourished children are unable to get to the 

begging us to open new Limudiah programs for these 

children but we don’t have the funds.

The one blessed constant in the lives of the Ethiopian 
Jews is you – your partnership with us at NACOEJ. You 
enable us to "keep all the balls in the air” as much 
as possible. We cannot do it without you and we are 
deeply grateful to you.

Meantime, thank you again – for your constancy, for 
your devotion, for your generous compassion for 
Ethiopian Jews. You are their unfailing lifeline of hope 
and help in both Ethiopia and Israel   

Mixed Up Message
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“The Time has Come to Stop  
and Say Thank You…”

Hello! I've been enjoying your 
support for a few months now 
and the time has come to stop 
and say thank you.

Thank you for helping me meet 
the challenges ahead of me with 
my head held higher. 

There is no doubt that I am 
surprised at how high the 
hurdles in front of me are, how 
the experiences that I have 

undergone shake me, and how much your 
contribution makes things easier for me. 

Every good biography starts with the story of 
a difficult childhood – a poor family in a small 
unknown town. 

Until the subject of the biography finds his 
purpose with the help of good people along the 

way and from there the path to success is paved.

The biography goes on to tell of the roadblocks and 
resistance the hero experiences, but through his 
own inner strength he can overcome everything 
and focus on his goals. 

If the biography is really good, the hero will 
thank all those who helped him on the way and 
will never forget that he came from the bottom, 
and so will always hold out a hand to help.

You are one of the people that I am meeting along 
the way. In giving me this scholarship you give 
me a sense of how much generosity can be pure. 

You "compel" me to continue the circle of giving 
to the other, and for this I will also say thank you.

In great thanks, Zion Menase.

You too can change a young person’s life and your own  
 by becoming a NACOEJ college sponsor. Contact Karen 

Gens at 212-233-5200, ext. 230, or email: education@
nacoej.org. She'll be happy to help (she's a sponsor too!). 

In writing to another one of his students, sponsor 
Samuel Gelfand expressed this beautiful thought:

"I have found as I've grown older that I get 
greater pleasure in giving than in receiving;  
I thank you for the opportunity to help you  
in a small way."



3

NACOEJ  255 W. 36TH ST.  SUITE 701  NEW YORK, NY 10018  212-233-5200  FAX: 212-233-5243  EMAIL: NACOEJ@NACOEJ.ORG  WWW.NACOEJ.ORG

Shmuel's* Story: From 3rd Grade to 
6th Grade in One Year...

"Shmuel would have been lost in his 6th grade homeroom 
class. But having a devoted, conscientious, and extremely 
experienced Limudiah teacher who could spend hours 
working with him individually, has helped him fill in the 
gaps between what he learned in 3rd grade and what any 
6th grader should know. 

"His growing command of reading comprehension and 
math have also increased his confidence so that he can 
continue to catch up. And his self-image and motivation 
have increased as well." 

 
* All names have been changed for privacy.

A Limudiah teacher working with a group of students.



You can scan this QR code to access a video about 
Sintayehu. Or you can go to the NACOEJ website: 
www.nacoej.org/llol-38

On the day of the contest, Sintayehu placed second 

all
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Congratulations to…
•  NACOEJ Advisory Board member Cyrus Abbe 

and wife Judy on the marriage of their daughter 

•  NACOEJ Advisory Board member Rabbi Lynn 
 on 

•  Long-time NACOEJ friends Steve and Barbara 
Blank

•  Long-time NACOEJ 
Executive Board 
member, Sandy 
Goldhaber and wife 
Miriam

of their twin great 
grandchildren in Israel, 

 

Refuah Shleimah (Speedy Recovery) to…
NACOEJ founding Board member Peachy Levy on a 
swift recovery from a recent stroke.

Bittersweet Ending
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Can You Help Me?  
A Letter to a Hoped-For Sponsor

Hello, my name is Ofek Tekele. I'm in 7th 
grade at the Religious High School in Yavne.

My mother works. My father does not. He 
is sick. My mother came to Israel in 1992 
with her parents. She was just a little girl. 
My father came to Israel in 1991 with his 
mother and siblings. He also came with his 

daughters from his first marriage (he is a widower).

This year I am studying Bible, English, math, Hebrew, science, 
geography, Talmud and grammar. My favorite subjects are 
Bible and English.

In my free time I do homework and then go out to play. I like 
to play soccer, listen to music, dance, and go out with friends.

In the future I would like to be a doctor and save lives. I would 
also like to be a father and have children and a wife… and to 
be the Rabbi in a synagogue.

I would like you to know that I don't know you, but this is the 
first time I have loved somebody before I have met them. You are 
really helping me and my family.

Ofek really needs a sponsor for the 2018-2019 school year. 
Can you help him? Call Karen at 212-233-5200, ext. 230, or 
email: education@nacoej.org. 


